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Islamic Calligraphy Masterclass 
 

 

Dates Saturday 21 and Sunday 22 March 2020 

Times 10.30 – 16.30  

Location Harry M Weinrebe Learning Centre  

Level All levels 

Class size Maximum 16 participants  

 
 

Course description 

During this two-day creative course, you will be introduced to the practice, methods and materials 

used by calligraphers in the Islamic calligraphy tradition. You will practice writing the Arabic alphabet 

and explore the proportional systems that underlie the letters. Discover the age-old master-

apprenticeship system that continues today and experience the first steps a novice takes at the start of 

their journey in becoming a calligrapher. The course includes a curator show-and-tell giving 

participants the opportunity to come face to face with some of the Library’s finest examples of Islamic 

manuscripts. 

 
 

Saturday 

 

The weekend begins with a short presentation on the development of the art of Islamic Calligraphy 

followed by an introduction to the tools and materials we will be using. We will start our practice with 

a warm up exercise familiarising ourselves on how to correctly hold and use the reed pen before 

progressing onto writing letters according to prescribed proportions. In the afternoon you will be 

shown some of the Library’s finest examples of Islamic manuscripts with curator, Daniel Lowe. 

 

Sunday 

 

Day two commences with a presentation on the training to becoming a calligrapher according to the 

Ottoman School of Calligraphy before continuing our practice and deeper engagement with the letter 

forms. In the afternoon you will be introduced to a completely new script called Square Kufic giving 

you a taste of the range of Arabic scripts in use today. The day concludes with each participant 

preparing a small work to take home. 

 
 

Tutor 

Soraya Syed is a visual artist and professional calligrapher. She was the first Briton to receive the 

coveted icazetname or calligraphy license from Istanbul in 2005. She is part of an unbroken silsila or 

chain of transmission that goes back centuries and has received instruction from some of the greatest 

masters of this sacred art form. She graduated with an MA in Visual Islamic and Traditional Arts from 
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Prince’s School of Traditional Arts in 2001 and believes that this unique combination of education and 

training gives her privileged insight into the living arts of the Islamic World. While embracing 

traditional techniques and materials, her recent work incorporates new digital media. Her work is 

exhibited and collected globally. She currently works from her studio in West London. You can find 

Soraya on Twitter @artofthepen. 

 
 

Equipment and Materials 

All materials will be provided. You are welcome to bring your own materials if preferred. 

 
 

Previous skills, knowledge or experience 

No previous experience or knowledge is required. 

 

Facilities and refreshments 

Please note that the Learning Centre will open to participants 15 minutes before the stated course 

start time. Tea and coffee will be served at the beginning of each day. Participants will need to make 

their own arrangements for lunch. 

 

On Sunday 22 March please meet at Gate 5 on Midland Road at 10.15 to be escorted in the Library. 

Further instructions about Sunday entry will be provided on Saturday.  
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